February 25, 2021
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the
Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner David J. Caporale; County Administrator Jason M. Bennett;
and County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr. The following business was transacted:
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.
MOTION
There were no additions or deletions to the Agenda.
MOTION
Upon
Motion
by
Commissioner
Brodie,
seconded
by
Commissioner
Caporale, and Motion carried, the Commissioners approved the Minutes of the February 11, 2021
public business meeting.
PRESENTATION
Item 1 – Allegany College of Maryland Allegany County Opportunity Scholarship Update –
Dr. Cynthia S. Bambara, President, Allegany College of Maryland, David R. Jones, Vice President
of Advancement and Community Relations & Executive Director of the ACM Foundation, Kim
Leonard, Chair, Board of Trustees of Allegany College of Maryland, and Dr. Audie G. Klingler,
President, Allegany College of Maryland Foundation.
Dr. Cynthia Bambara, President of Allegany College of Maryland (ACM), spoke first, and, on behalf
of the ACM Board of Trustees, the ACM Foundation Board of Directors, the ACM faculty and staff,
and, most importantly, the students at ACM, thanked the County Commissioners for their support
of the Opportunity Scholarship Program. Dr. Bambara talked about the impact and importance of
this Program, especially during the pandemic.
After the Commissioners thanked Dr. Bambara for her comments, Mr. David Jones, Vice President
of Advancement and Community Relations at ACM, and Executive Director of the ACM
Foundation, came forward to offer his remarks. Mr. Jones presented an annual update report on
the Opportunity Scholarship Program at ACM, including a short video presentation.
Mr. Jones thanked the County Commissioners for their support and for the impact the Opportunity
Scholarship Program makes on the community, then called forward the President of the ACM
Foundation, Dr. Audie Klingler.
Dr. Klingler also offered his thanks to the County Commissioners for their support, and talked
about ACM’s importance and impact on Allegany County. He remarked that ACM’s students are
very appreciative of the Commissioners’ support.
Dr. Klingler introduced Mr. Kim Leonard, Chair of the Board of Directors of ACM. Mr. Leonard also
thanked the Commissioners and spoke of the importance of education in the community.
Commissioner Shade thanked the speakers from Allegany College of Maryland and said that the
County Commissioners would continue to be supportive of the Opportunity Scholarship Program.
He mentioned the impact of Covid on the local impact grants from Rocky Gap revenue, as the
Rocky Gap Casino was closed for three months and had no revenue during that time.
Commissioner Shade asked Jason Bennett, as Chairman of the Local Development Council which
recommends allocations of the local impact grants, to make sure that the Opportunity Scholarship
Programs remains a priority with the Council.
Item 2 – Frostburg State University Allegany County Opportunity Scholarship Update – Dr.
Ronald H. Nowaczyk, President, Frostburg State University, and John T. Short, Jr., Vice President
for Advancement and Executive Director, FSU Foundation.
Dr. Ronald Nowaczyk talked about the good working relationship and support that exists between
ACM and Frostburg State University (FSU) and also about the great importance and impact of the
Opportunity Scholarship Program. He pointed out that over the past year, students from thirteen
different municipalities in the County benefited from the Program. Dr. Nowaczyk pointed out that
the Opportunity Scholarship money helps keep students here in Allegany County, instead of
attending college somewhere else in the State. He also gave the Commissioners some printed
information and presented a short video.
Dr. Nowaczyk concluded his presentation by thanking the Commissioners for their support. The
Commissioners in turn thanked Dr. Nowaczyk for his comments this evening.

PUBLIC HEARING
Item 3 – Code Home Rule Bill 2-21 – Public Hearing – “Compensation for Public Officials” –
T. Lee Beeman, Jr., County Attorney, explained that this evening was the public hearing on Code
Home Rule Bill 2-21 – “Compensation for Public Officials”. He recalled that the Bill was introduced
at the Commissioners’ previous public business meeting held on February 11, 2021. Attorney
Beeman pointed out that, because this was a Legislative Day, the Commissioners, following public
hearing and any comment, could take action to adopt Code Home Rule Bill 2-21 at this meeting.
Commissioner Shade opened the public hearing and asked for any public comment, either in
person or written and submitted to the Board.
County Administrator Bennett told the
Commissioners that no comments had been submitted to the Board in writing. No one came
forward to offer any public comment on Code Home Rule Bill 2-21.
Commissioner Shade asked Attorney Beeman for confirmation that the Board of County
Commissioners could take action on Code Home Rule Bill 2-21 at this meeting. Attorney Beeman
confirmed that they could do so.
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Caporale, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, the Board
of County Commissioners adopted Code Home Rule Bill 2-21 - “Compensation for Public Officials”.
Commissioner Shade thanked the Salary Study Commissioner for putting in their work and time to
make salary recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners.
CONSENT AGENDA
As recommended by the County Administrator
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and Motion carried,
the Board of County Commissioners adopted the Consent Agenda as recommended by the County
Administrator.
Item 4 – Resolution 21-2 – Authorizing Resolution for Filing Fiscal Year 2022 Transit Grant
Applications – Board of County Commissioners approved and passed Resolution 21-2
authorizing the County Administrator or the President of the County Commissioners to file grant
applications for public transportation for Fiscal Year 2022.
Item 5 – Resolution 21-3 – Rules & Regulations Governing Employees of Allegany County,
Maryland Amendments – Board of County Commissioners approved and passed Resolution 21-3
to make amendments to the Rules & Regulations Governing Employees of Allegany County,
Maryland.
Item 6 – Declaration of Surplus Property – Board of County Commissioners authorized the
Allegany County Sheriff’s Office to declare several guns/weapons as surplus and to be disposed of
in accordance with County policy.
County Administrator Jason Bennett read three letters into the record. Copies of these letters
are attached to and made a part of these Minutes. He asked the Commissioners to sign the letters
if they chose to do so.
After the letters were read, the Commissioners signed them.
Administrator Bennett announced that the Fiscal Year 2022 budget process launched today, and
he offered some brief remarks concerning that.
County Attorney Lee Beeman had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting.
Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –
Commissioner David Caporale had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting.
Commissioner Creade Brodie had no further comments to make at this evening’s meeting.
Commissioner Jacob Shade announced that the County Office Building at 701 Kelly Road will be
reopening to the public on Monday, March 8, 2021, and that the next Commissioners meeting,
scheduled for Thursday, March 11, 2021, will be open to the public. He added that the Board of
Education will begin reopening to students on Monday, March 1, 2021. Commissioner Shade
commented that the County Commissioners have offered to assist the Board of Education in any
way they can to get the students safely back into school.

Commissioner Shade also reported that to date, 9,800 Covid-19 vaccines have been administered
in Allegany County, and that Allegany County is the third-highest tested County in the State of
Maryland.
Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet –
Mr. Ryan Brenneman, of 555 Greene Street, Cumberland, spoke about the Western Maryland
Scenic Railroad. He commented on the “huge miscarriage of funds” spent on the WMSRR and
said that he could no longer support his tax dollars being used to support an organization that isn’t
using the funds in a wise manner. Mr. Brenneman explained that his company was involved with
the WMSRR regarding marketing efforts and has seen nothing change over five years. He spoke
of his grave concern regarding an additional multi-million dollar bailout being given to the WMSRR
when it has not been proven that it can even be fully operational and self-solvent. Mr. Brenneman
said there needs to be real answers, as well as an explanation of how the money is being spent.
He talked about equipment and property not being taken care of properly.
Mr. Brenneman spoke against having a WMSRR Board made up of only elected officials and
talked about the reasons that is not a good idea. He also pointed out that track maintenance
personnel were the first to be laid off, which he also considered a bad move.
Commissioner Shade acknowledged Commissioner Caporale as a member of WMSRR Board and
asked him for his thoughts.
Commissioner Caporale confirmed that he and the other
Commissioners shared Mr. Brenneman’s concerns. He told Mr. Brenneman that presently the
Commissioners are reviewing the Railroad’s inspection reports and that they will make their own
assessment going forward.
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings –
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, March 11, 2021, 5:00 p.m. This meeting will be open
to the public, with social distancing and attendees wearing masks.
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was
adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
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