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What is a Rural Legacy Area?

·A Rural Legacy Area (RLA) is a region designated by 
the Rural Legacy Board as rich in agricultural, natural, 
forestry or cultural resources. 

·Local Sponsors propose RLA's for those lands that are 
protected or can reasonably be protected.

·30 designated Rural Legacy Areas in the State.



Rural Legacy Program- Background

·Enacted in 1997 by the Maryland General Assembly to help in 
ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ 2ÕÒÁÌ !ÒÅÁÓȢ

·Local County government, Land Trust, or other organization delineate 
the area and it is officially endorsed by the County.

·Competitive, grants based program that is applied for on a yearly basis. 

·Program funded through a combination of Maryland Program Open 
3ÐÁÃÅ ÄÏÌÌÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÏÎÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌ 
budget.  Local jurisdictions also contribute monies for a variety of land 
preservation efforts within these areas.

· Voluntary program participation by land owners in the area.
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Benefits to the Land Owners
·Retain ownership of property.

·Can still maintain existing land uses.

·Can expect easement offers between $2,500.00 to 
$3,500.00 per acre.



Benefits to the County
·Tax revenues largely unchanged.

·Administrative and compliance cost recovery.

·Avoid costly infrastructure extensions to challenging 
areas.

·Preserve scenic viewsheds.  



Mountain Ridge Area Statistics
·Approximately  14,500 Acres

·Approximately 118 eligible Properties in the Area

·103 Properties >=20 Acres



Why This Area of Allegany County?
·Large, contiguous tracts of land.

·Vulnerable mountain ridges.

·Active agricultural lands.

·Buffers Braddock Run and protects wild native trout 
hatchery. 

·Identified by the Planning Commission as an are to 
target for preservation.



Mountain Ridge 
Area- This is worth 
protecting.

View from Frostburg looking 
east.


