February 7, 2019
The regular meeting of the County Commissioners of Allegany County was held in the
Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Allegany Room 100, 701 Kelly Road, Cumberland, at 5:00 p.m. on
the above date. The following were present: Commissioner Jacob C. Shade; Commissioner
Creade V. Brodie, Jr.; Commissioner David J. Caporale; County Administrator Brandon S. Butler;
and Assistant County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr. The following business was transacted:
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Danny Williams.
MOTION
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and
duly carried, the Board of County Commissioners agreed to add Item 1A, Appointment of Director
of Emergency Services, to the Agenda.
There were no further additions or deletions to the Agenda.
MOTION
Upon Motion by Commissioner Caporale, seconded by Commissioner Brodie, and Motion
carried, the Commissioners approved the Minutes of the January 17, 2019, public business
meeting.
ACTION AGENDA
Item 1 – Maryland Department of Disabilities Memorandum of Understanding – Board of
County Commissioners to approve a 2 GEN PROMISE Pilot Proposal MOU between Maryland
Department of Disabilities and the Allegany County Commissioners to work collaboratively on an
initiative related to transition and employment for people with disabilities, and authorize the
President to sign any and all necessary documents – Brandon S. Butler, County Administrator, and
Courtney Thomas-Winterberg, Director of Social Services.
County Administrator Brandon S. Butler called the Commissioners’ attention to the 2 GEN
PROMISE Pilot Program before them for approval. He said that Courtney Thomas-Winterberg,
Director of Social Services for Allegany County, would provide information regarding this Program.
Mr. Butler first pointed out that this is a collaboration between the State Department of Disabilities,
Allegany County Government, and Allegany County’s Department of Social Services, and involves
a grant and opportunity brought to the County by staff at the Maryland Department of Disabilities.
He added that specifically the 2 GEN strategy is something that will provide services both to
parents and DSS individuals with disabilities. Mr. Butler remarked on this as a worthwhile project
and pilot program, and then turned this Agenda Item over to Courtney Thomas-Winterberg.
Mrs. Thomas-Winterberg presented background and information on the 2 GEN PROMISE Pilot,
which is included on the 2 GEN PROMISE Pilot Proposal attached to and made a part of these
Minutes.
Mr. Butler spoke again, and explained that individuals who will be employed to work with Mrs.
Thomas-Winterberg on this Program will actually be hired through Allegany County Government,
because of the short-term duration of the Program.
Commissioner Shade pointed out that the total of grant funds in this Project is $99,614.91.
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, and seconded by Commissioner Caporale, the Board of
County Commissioners approved a 2 GEN PROMISE Pilot Proposal MOU between Maryland
Department of Disabilities and the Allegany County Commissioners to work collaboratively on an
initiative related to transition and employment for people with disabilities, and authorized the
President to sign any and all necessary documents.
Item 1A – Appointment of Director of Emergency Services – Board of County Commissioners
to appoint James R. Pyles as the Director of Emergency Services and to authorize the County
Administrator to execute the Employment Contract for a one-year term – Brandon S. Butler, County
Administrator, told the Commissioners that he was honored to present to them a 30-year resident
of Allegany County, Mr. James R. Pyles, for their consideration as the new Director of Emergency
Services for Allegany County. Mr. Butler provided some background for Mr. Pyles, including his 21
years of management experience overseeing personnel, facilities, and budgets. He added that Mr.
Pyles has served the people of Allegany County and the State of Maryland for 30 years as a law
enforcement executive, and has been with the Maryland State Police since 1988. Mr. Butler
pointed out that Mr. Pyles most recently served as the Director of Safety and Security and Chief of
Police for the Maryland Department of Health, and he remarked that at this critical time, and
because of the critical services that the County’s emergency management professionals provide to

this community, Allegany County needs a man like Mr. Pyles to fill the position of Director of
Emergency Services. Mr. Butler explained that Mr. Pyles’ contract will be for one year, renewable
upon the action of the parties. He asked the Commissioners to appoint Mr. James Pyles as
Director of Emergency Services for Allegany County, and to authorize the execution of Mr. Pyles’
employment contract for a one-year initial term.
Commissioner Shade commented that the position is a very important one and that he thought the
County had a very good candidate in Mr. Pyles and that he would do a good job. He told Mr. Pyles
that he looked forward to working with him and having him work with the County’s Emergency
Services personnel.
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Shade, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and Motion
carried, the Board of County Commissioners appointed James R. Pyles as Director of Emergency
Services for Allegany County.
Following action on this Item, Mr. Pyles came forward and made brief remarks. He thanked the
Commissioners and Mr. Butler for his appointment to the position, and then acknowledged his wife,
Sharon, and his father, Raymond, both present at this meeting. He concluded his comments by
saying “one life, one day, we are going to change Allegany County!” There was a round of
applause.
Item 2 – Oldtown Roads Garage Site Acquisition – Board of County Commissioners to
authorize the purchase of property for $50,000 for the development of a new County Roads
Garage and solid waste and recycling site. The County would finalize the subdivision plat, prepare
the necessary legal documents, and pay closing costs – Adam Patterson, PE, Public Works
Deputy Director, provided background and information regarding the County’s proposed purchase
of property in Oldtown for the relocation of the Oldtown Roads Garage. The background and
information Mr. Patterson presented are set forth on his Staff Report dated January 29, 2019, a
copy of which is attached to and made a part of these Minutes. Mr. Patterson asked the Board of
County Commissioners to approve and authorize the purchase of the property for $50,000 and
allow County staff to go through the subdivision process and prepare all legal documents for
purchase of the property.
Commissioner Shade asked Mr. Patterson to confirm the location of the property as right below
Oldtown on the straightaway where the State salt dome is located. Mr. Patterson confirmed this.
Commissioner Brodie moved that the Board of County Commissioners authorize the purchase of
property for $50,000 for the development of a new County Roads Garage and solid waste and
recycling site, and that the County finalize the subdivision plat, prepare the necessary legal
documents, and pay closing costs. Commissioner Caporale seconded the Motion. Motion carried
to approve and authorize.
Following action on Item 2, Commissioner Brodie remarked that when he first took office eight
years ago, one of the things that the County was really looking forward to was trying to find a new
site for the Oldtown Roads Garage. He thanked Mr. Patterson for taking this over and making it
happen quickly.
Item 3 – Resolution 19-2 – Authorizing Resolution for Filing Fiscal Year 2020 Transit Grant
Applications – Board of County Commissioners to authorize the County Administrator or the
President to file grant applications for public transportation for Fiscal Year 2020 – Roy S. Cool,
Transportation Planner, commented on this Agenda Item as something the Commissioners deal
with every year, at the time that the annual grant application has to be submitted to secure funding
for the County’s Transit operations. Mr. Cool explained that Resolution 19-2 actually gives either
the President of the Board of County Commissioners or the County Administrator the right to file
the application and sign the appropriate paperwork. He added that a copy of the Resolution would
accompany the grant application when filed.
Upon Motion made by Commissioner Caporale, and seconded by Commissioner Brodie, the Board
of County Commissioners authorized the County Administrator or the President to file grant
applications for public transportation for Fiscal Year 2020.
CONSENT AGENDA
As recommended by the County Administrator
Upon Motion by Commissioner Brodie, seconded by Commissioner Caporale, and Motion carried,
the Consent Agenda as recommended by the County Administrator is adopted.
Item 4 – Allegany County Community Enhancement Program – Board of County
Commissioners approved $34,000 in demolition costs and $6,000 in estimated landfill from the

Allegany County Enhancement Program to the Town of Westernport for four duplexes located at
222 Front Street, 325-327 Vine Street, 207-209 Wood Street, and 211-213 Wood Street.
Item 5 – Allegany County Community Enhancement Program – Board of County
Commissioners approved $15,000 from the Allegany County Community Enhancement Program,
to the Town of Barton, for the partial funding of the construction of a new maintenance facility
located at the corner of Railroad and North Eutaw Streets, Lot 11.
Item 6 – Fiscal Year 2019-2022 Cumberland Area Transportation Improvement Program –
Board of County Commissioners, acting as the Cumberland Metropolitan Planning Organization
Board, released the Cumberland Area Fiscal Year 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement
Program for a fourteen-day public comment period.
Item 7 – Allegany County Paving Contract – Board of County Commissioners authorized the
Department of Public Works to advertise the Allegany County Road Fiscal Year 2019 Paving
Rehabilitation Contract contingent upon State approval.
Item 8 – Spoil Disposal Agreement with Allegany Coal and Land Company, Inc. – Board of
County Commissioners approved a Spoil Disposal Agreement with Allegany Coal and Land
Company, Inc., for land adjacent to County property on Old Legislative Road, Frostburg, Maryland,
and authorized the President to sign the Agreement.
Item 9 – Bedford Road Sewer Rehabilitation Phase VI – Evitts Creek Contract No. S-88 Bid
Award – Board of County Commissioners approved the award for the Bedford Road Sewer
Rehabilitation Phase VI Evitts Creek project to Standard Pipe Services, LLC, Newark, Delaware, in
the amount of $1,228,180, subject to approval by the funding agency, and authorized the President
to sign required project documents.
Item 10 – Public Notice for the Public Transportation Grant Application Hearing – Board of
County Commissioners authorized advertising for a public hearing for the Fiscal Year 2020 Public
Transportation Program and publishing a public hearing notice in the Cumberland Times-News.
Item 11 – Operation and Maintenance Agreement with Mount Savage Special Taxing Area –
Board of County Commissioners approved an Operation and Maintenance Agreement between the
County and the Mount Savage Special Taxing Area Association, and authorized the President to
sign the agreement.
Item 12 – Maryland Heritage Areas Authority Grant Program Agreement – Board of County
Commissioners to approve the grant agreement between them and the Maryland Heritage Areas
Authority for the Fiscal Year 2019 Marketing Grant, in the amount of $46,850, and authorized the
President to sign any and all future documents related to the agreement.
Item 13 – Allegany County Department of Social Services Board Appointment – Board of
County Commissioners approved the appointment of Briana N. Willetts as a member of the
Allegany County Department of Social Services Board, to fulfill the term of Frankie Revell. Ms.
Willetts’ term will expire June 30, 2020.
Item 14 – Allegheny Trail Alliance Board Appointment – Board of County Commissioners
appointed David V. Cotton to a three-year term as a member of the Allegheny Trail Alliance.
Item 15 – First Amendment to Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Agreement with
Cumberland Housing Preservation Partners, L.P – Board of County Commissioners approved
the First Amendment to the PILOT Agreement with Cumberland Housing Preservation Partners,
LP, for a rental housing facility located at 220 Somerville Avenue, Cumberland, Maryland, formerly
known as William Booth Tower (now known as Mountain View), and authorized the President to
sign.
County Administrator Brandon S. Butler acknowledged Assistant County Attorney Lee Beeman,
standing in for County Attorney William Rudd at this meeting. Attorney Beeman had no comments
to add this evening.
Administrator Butler then acknowledged that since January, the Department of Emergency
Services has been well-served by the leadership of the Acting Director, Mr. Roger Bennett. Mr.
Butler commented that Mr. Bennett and his staff have done a fantastic job of keeping all of the
services provided by the Department of Emergency Services to the citizens of Allegany County
going and moving in the right direction. Mr. Butler said that he was remiss in not including Mr.
Bennett earlier in the meeting and acknowledging him for a job well done.
The Commissioners added their thanks to Mr. Bennett.

Commissioners’ statements, comments, recognition –
Commissioner David Caporale welcomed Mr. Jim Pyles as the new Director of Emergency
Services, and told him that the Commissioners were looking forward to working with him and
moving forward.
Commissioner Creade Brodie, Jr. also welcomed Mr. Pyles, and remarked on the how fortunate
Allegany County is with its new Director and Assistant Director of Emergency Services.
Commissioner Brodie also congratulated Mr. Danny Williams, present in the audience, regarding
the Operation and Maintenance Agreement with Mount Savage Special Taxing Area, approved by
the Commissioners as part of this evening’s Consent Agenda so this project can move forward.
Commissioner Brodie then asked Sheriff Craig Robertson if he had any comments he wished to
make at this meeting, as he works very closely with the Department of Emergency Services.
Commissioner Brodie also acknowledged that Roger Bennett has been fantastic through
everything, and pointed out Mr. Bennett’s vast knowledge of the fire and EMS side of Emergency
Services.
Commissioner Jacob Shade in turn welcomed Mr. Pyles, remarking that he is taking over a big
job and that the Commissioners know he is up for it and are looking forward to working with him.
Commissioner Shade then announced that budget discussions begin today. He acknowledged
that it will be another tight year, but that there is hopefully light at the end of the tunnel.
Commissioner Shade said that there should be some good news on the property tax side, with
details pending.
Commissioner Shade told Sheriff Robertson that the Commissioners are still committed to try to
get two more deputies for him, either through grant funding or through the general budget. He said
that they will try to make that happen, because they have certainly heard loud and clear that the
County needs more people on the street and more people to help in the jail, and everywhere.
Commissioner Shade acknowledged that the County is experiencing more crime than previously,
and that the Commissioners are happy to do what they can to help.
Next, Commissioner Shade discussed the County’s OP (Other Public) Roads Program, explaining
that these OP roads are roads that people live on but are not County-maintained. He pointed out
that the residents on these roads are County taxpayers, who pay the same taxes are everyone
else, and that the Commissioners are going to see if they can bring some of these roads into the
County system. Commissioner Shade explained that this could be a cost-share situation, between
County Government and the people who live on a road, to bring a road up to code.
Finally, Commissioner Shade reported that funding to the Board of Education will increase by
about $330,000 next year. He remarked that it is his hope that some of these additional funds will
be spent for mental health counselors in all of the high schools, because of the big increase being
seen in mental health issues and suicides, and serious violence in the schools. Commissioner
Shade remarked that funding for this could have a big impact on the local community.
Constituents – In order of sign-up sheet –
Mr. Kenneth Wilmont, 513 Fort Avenue, Cumberland, explained that he was present at the
meeting under the Freedom of Information Act to request that there be a total exposure of the
incident with Mr. DeVore, and the cause and action taken in this incident. Mr. Wilmont remarked
that he thought the public had a right to know what is going on, and that taxpayers paid Mr.
DeVore’s salary. He also commented that as a taxpayer, he doesn’t feel that Mr. DeVore “and his
friend” are immune to public exposure or a criminal investigation if there is one. Mr. Wilmont also
identified himself as a “victim” of Mr. DeVore, saying that Mr. DeVore accused him (Mr. Wilmont) of
poisoning twenty-two cats with “to this day, no evidence whatsoever”. He told the Commissioners
that they should let the public know what is going on.
County Administrator Brandon Butler thanked Mr. Wilmont for his comments, but explained that
he believed that both the Public Information Act and the Freedom of Information Act state that
there are certain exceptions to information that must be provided, which includes personnel
matters. Mr. Butler told Mr. Wilmont that Allegany County Government must abide by the
confidentiality as it relates to personnel matters.
Mr. Wilmont interrupted to comment “in other words, you are going to cover everything up”. Mr.
Butler replied that there is no such thing as that going on, but at the end of the day, there are
certain requirements of the Public Information Act that County Government has to abide by, and
that County Government is well within its rights to do so.

Assistant County Attorney T. Lee Beeman, Jr. addressed Mr. Wilmont, and said that he would like
to add that the County has a set Public Information Act Policy, under which requests for
information are required to be filed in writing. Attorney Beeman confirmed that as Mr. Butler
correctly, stated there is an exception to the Act for confidential personnel matters. He told Mr.
Wilmont that if he desired, he could certainly file a Public Information Act request that will be
responded to properly within the due course.
Reminders/Upcoming Meetings –
Next Public Business Meeting – Thursday, February 21, 2019, 5:00 p.m.
Announcement – Allegany County Opportunity Scholarship (See News Release)
ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business to come to the attention of the Board, the meeting was
adjourned at 5:25 p.m.
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